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São Paulo: the middle class owns the city? 

 



Colloque IVM, Paris 2012         Eduardo A. Vasconcellos, Brasil 

0,81

0,35
0,56

0,49

0,17

1,86

0

0,2

0,4

0,6

0,8

1

1,2

1,4

1,6

1,8

2

up to 760 760 to 
1.520 

1.520 to 
3.040 

3.040 to 
5.700 

> 5.700 

Tr
ip

s/
p

e
rs

o
n

/d
ay

Family monthly income (R$)

Modal split and income, São Paulo, 2007

NMT

Public

Private



0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

0 - 250 251 -

500

501 –

1,000

1,001 –

1,800

1,801 –

3,600

3,601 or

more

Family monthly income (R$)

In
d

e
x 

(l
e

ve
l 
1

 =
 1

)

Energy

Fuel

Pollutants

Accidents

Consumption, externalities and income, São Paulo, 2007 

Colloque IVM, Paris 2012         Eduardo A. Vasconcellos, Brasil 



Colloque IVM, Paris 2012         Eduardo A. Vasconcellos, Brasil 

30

18
17

14

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35
1

9
8

1

1
9

8
2

1
9

8
3

1
9

8
4

1
9

8
5

1
9

8
6

1
9

8
7

1
9

8
8

1
9

8
9

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
1

1
9

9
2

1
9

9
3

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
5

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
7

1
9

9
8

1
9

9
9

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

K
m

/h
o

u
r

Automobile and bus speeds, São Paulo

Auto speed

Bus speed



Colloque IVM, Paris 2012         Eduardo A. Vasconcellos, Brasil 

1960 – 2000  Large investments on roads 

   Disregard to public transport 

   Increasing “traffic management” 

   “Last resort”: light license plate scheme 

 

 Result  Increasing congestion and pollution 

 

 

2000 onwards  Congestion appears unsolvable 

   Resistance to build BRTs 

   New attempts to build more roads 

   Car restraint still seen as an heresy 
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Visions 

Local government Auto = development and wealth 

   Auto efficiency is key (middle class interests) 

Auto drivers  “I have the right to use my car” + “we want roads” 

Taxi drivers  The same as the auto drivers 

Bus users  Complain, but have no power to change 

Bus owners  Never put real pressure (profitability is high) 

 

Employers  Same vision of the auto users until 1990´s, then  

   began to realize it would not work 

Real estate sector Large interest in roads + urban development  

   No real concern with congestion 

 

Environmental NGOs Strongly oppose but have no power to change 

 

Media   “Explore” the congestion issue  or  propose changes  


