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MODERNITY IN THE POLICIES OF PUBLIC 

TRANSPORTATION (DISCUSSION) 

I would like to start the discussion with some general ideas: 

 Are we buying transportation trends offered by the international showcase of 

modernity or are we buying the most suitable transportation equipment for our 

cities?  

 Infrastructure and transport facilities are central to the gateway of our cities in 

the modern word.  

 Improving public transportation alternatives benefits the quality of life and 

facilitates opportunities provided by our cities.  

 The logic of the possible  modernization against the needs of the city.  

 The traditional power groups against the new alternative policies.  

 How to achieve territorial visual impact and quality of life in our large 

segmented cities?  

 How to produce the symbols of “Edge City” and its meaning in the collective 

imagination?  

 What specific elements determine modernity  of transportation services for 

citizens?  



CONTEXT (MEXICO CITY) 

 The Metropolis has around 21 million inhabitants. 

 1.5 million daily taxi users. 

 22 million total trips per day.  

 The taxi service is granted to individuals; this results in 

heterogeneity of players and involves a variety of socio-

political interest.  

UNTILL 2007: 

 There where 108,000 “legal” taxis, 75% with huge 

administrative irregularities regarding the  license grants. 

 There used to be 22,000 “outlaw” taxis (not granted by 

the government). 

 The majority of the vehicles where over 10 years old; this 

means they were useless, unsecure and  big pollution 

emitters. 

 The taxis where painted in 16 different chromatic color 

varieties causing confusion and facilitating insecurity. 

 

 

 



CASE 1:  TAXI PUBLIC POLICY 

 ISSUES ARISING FROM THE 
SITUATION 

 There are no reliable registries and 
databases.  

 High risk service. 

 Taxi drivers where not credit reliable, 
in order to buy and renew their own 
vehicles. 

 It used to be the transportation 
method with the highest 
contamination average rate per user. 

 

BASIC POLICY ASPECTS 

 

  Mandatory and official summons.  

 The program was divided in two 
phases: 

 108,000 “legal” taxis 

   22,000 “outlaw” taxis 

 Taxes stimuli. 

 Financing programme for their 
vehicles renovation. 

 Individual and personal procedure to 
avoid brokering from taxi drivers 
leaders.  

 Dealerships, drivers, and vehicles 
were included in the public policy. 

 

 



TOWARDS THE MODERNIZATION OF THE SERVICE 

 130,000 taxis where regularized. 

 76,000 new vehicles were incorporated and most of the useless autos 

destructed. 

 Digitized database created  with  the driver’s and dealer’s pictures, as well as, 

their scanned fingertips; in order to compare them with the media and official  

databases, helping to solve criminal offenses. 

 A public University provides  obligatory courses and evaluations to certify the 

taxi drivers ( driving skills, health and  anti-doping tests). 



EVALUATION 

 

 

 The administrative regularization 

of the taxi concession  enabled  

the vehicles replacement 

program.  

 The most sensitive political 

issues were controlled due to the 

experience of the Transportation 

Minister.  

 Fundraising objectives where 

strengthened,  not being the main 

target. 

 Notable positive environmental 

impacts were achieved with the 

decrease of about  1 million tons 

of Greenhouse Gases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 There were still some corrupted 

cases. 

 In the opinion of some taxi-

drivers the program’s second 

phase  was not  well 

implemented. 

 In case the program does not 

have continuity, what has been 

gained will be lost in less than 

five years.  



THE BRT SYSTEM IN MEXICO 

 Governmental response to the  
obsolescence and drawbacks of the 
transportation concessions on the main 
corridors of the city. 

 

 PPS: 25% of public participation and 
75% of participation of former dealers 
(except for line 3, fully private). 

 

 Ambitious expansion plan across the city.  

 

 Radical change in mobility. 

 

 Lower pollutant emissions per 
passenger. 

 

 Higher comfort and convenience. 

 

BRT SYSTEM (METROBUS) 

Number of lines in 

operation * 

4 

Service net length 74.3 Km. 

 

Service units  280 buses  

Trips per year 174 trips 

Greenhouse gas 

emissions  

894,203 Ton 

(Co2eq) 

 

*The Line 4 began operating in few days 



MEXICO CITY: BRT AND MODERNITY 

 The BRT system challenges the border of modernity with line 3. 

 It operates with “ Euro V” technology (unique in Latin-America), 

integrated infrastructure, and up to date facilities . 

  However, BRT interacts with older technologies, which are part of 

different  lines of the same transportation system. 

 BRT has incorporated social agents which had never been included in 

the deployment of BRT business.  



BRT SYSTEM, MEXICO CITY 

 Line 3 incorporates technological modernity. This has caused an 

heterogeneity never experienced before by the dealers of other lines.  

 Line 3 sets high quality standards perceived by its users, but harshly 

valued by the city community. 

AFTER  BRT   . BEFORE BRT 

1st generation BRT Euro V BRT 



CONCLUSIONS. 

 

 

 Is modernization of public transportation in our countries limited to 
technological and administrative aspects or does it require a new social 
pact? 

 

 How to make visible the intangible effects produced by modernization 
due to the upgrade of public transportation for the population at large?  

 

 Modernization of public transportation emphasizes on the recovery, use, 
and appropriation of urban space. This increases the quality of public 
space and improves pedestrian mobility.  

 

 New transportation alternatives spread the benefits of modernity.  

 

 Public transportation alternatives are certainly part of the international 
modernization strategy of the contemporary city.  


